During the Easter holiday in 2015, 22-year-old Egil Andre´Kvelstad Myhre was found dead in his apartment, after a cardiac arrest (Støbakk, 2015) . Myhre was not a common drug user, as his family stated he had never done drugs before. Hours before his death, Myhre had attended a party in Namsos where he was introduced to a synthetic cannabinoid. The forensic report found that the substance in fact was MBDB (1,3-Benzodioxolyl-N-methylbutanamine) (Støbakk, 2015) , a substance more closely related to MDMA (3,4-Methylenedioxymethamphetamine). Reportedly, Myhre was not the only one at the party who participated in experimenting with the drug, but, for reasons unknown, his reaction was unique.
The tragic outcome is the first, and currently only, registered fatality from the use of synthetic cannabinoids in Norway (Mjaaland, 2015) . Myhre lived in Steinkjer, a small municipality north of Trondheim, and his family approved that his identity and picture was made official. National newspapers reported the case as a cautionary tale about a new surge of synthetic, unstable, and lethal drugs (Mjaaland, 2015) . The articles quoted doctors, police, and health officials who warned the public about the new threat.
However, one article brought new information about the case, information that did not make it to the national newspapers: The local newspaper ''Trønder-avisa'' managed to find and interview the man who sold the drug to Myhre's acquaintance, who in turn introduced it to Myhre at the party (Støbakk, 2015) .
The dealer, named ''Ørjan'' in the article, states he has been selling synthetic drugs for years. According to him, the volume of his sales is related to the prevalence of organic cannabis on the market. ''Most users prefer organic cannabis'', he says. ''Ørjan'' ordered the drugs online, and travelled across the nearby border to pick them up in Sweden. He states that he wanted to be interviewed, as he feels the need to apologize to Myhre's family. Also, he wants to actualize the debate surrounding legalization of cannabis.
''Ørjan'' claimed that he would never share this drug (MBDB) with an inexperienced user, and that the reason he acquired the drug in the first place was to avoid legal problems. ''Ørjan'' had previously been arrested by local police, and was at the time participating in a program created by Norwegian police providing an alternative form of punishment for young people arrested for misdemeanors. The program, named ''Ungdomskontrakt'' (youth contract) (NOU, 2008) , is a waiver that involves an agreement with local police, including several requirements including regular urine sampling for a period of time. If the agreement is broken, regular punishment is applied, usually involving a fine and a permanent criminal record.
''Ørjan'' says he suffers from pains in his back, and claims to be using cannabis for medicinal purposes. In an effort to continue this self-medication while on the Ungdomskontrakt, he switched to synthetic cannabinoids to avoid detection on the urine samples he had to deliver to local police. If this is correct, Myhre's death would indirectly be a result of Norwegian cannabis policy (Støbakk, 2015) .
These youth contracts have a positive reputation in Norway, as they provide a much needed alternative to the severe levels of punishments that are common in drug cases. While the public may view urine samples as a mild form of control; however, users may experience it as quite severe. In this case, a young man who was using cannabis in a medicinal fashion had to end his supposed self-treatment to comply with police demands. This resulted in a change of habit and an increased availability of more harmful drugs in the local market. In the article by Støbakk (2015) , Ørjan claims to know of around 60 local users of these drugs. Local police are also quoted, stating this (high) number is ''hard to believe'', with reference to the dangers involved. But as the police representative seems to expect young people to report such incidents, this appears naive at best. Due to the illegal status of cannabis in Norway (EMCDDA, 2017) , users are well versed in the art of avoiding authorities.
The case about Myhre's death made national news (Mjaaland, 2015) , while the interview with ''Ørjan'' did not. This is a shame, as there seems to be a clear connection between the enforcement of Norwegian cannabis-laws and the resulting, tragic death. Most Norwegian police are likely unaware that synthetic cannabinoids do not show up on their urine samples, and neither they nor the politicians responsible for the program are likely to see the direct harm caused by this program (Støbakk, 2015) . Hopefully, no other fatal cases will occur in this fashion, but as the practice continues, sadly it is just as likely as it was before Myhre's untimely death.
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